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Abstract

This paper investigates the effect of local monopoly agenda setting on federal standards.
Federal standards specify a minimum (or maximum) point in policy space which can be raised
(or lowered) by local option. Without local agenda setters, this creates incentives for
nonmajoritarian outcomes, with a tendency for policies to be too high (low). Local agenda
setters may have incentives to distort these outcomes even further. We demonstrate that
federal standards can counterbalance the distortions of local agenda setters.


